
 

Supporting Your Child with Reading 

Trying to support your child with some form of reading practice is probably the 

most important thing you can do educationally. 

 This sheet is designed to help you support your child with their reading by 

providing ideas and advice as well as signposting to you resources. We hope that it is helpful. 

Struggling and Reluctant Readers 

In an ideal world, every child would find reading easy or just love 

curling up with a book. In reality, this is not always the case. However, 

do not give up...Take a look at the Oxford Owl website. It has some very 

helpful advice and videos modelling how to support struggling and 

reluctant readers.  https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/common-reading-

issues/  

Buying Books 

If you are lucky enough to be able to be able to afford new books for 

your child, then that’s wonderful. It’s a shame that borrowing books 

is not so easy at the moment! 

Which books to choose? 

 In terms of the books to choose, do remember that our website has a 

link to ‘books for topics’ where you can find a list of recommended 

reads for your child’s age-group. Here is the link to the website itself: 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/homebooks 

Love Reading 4 Kids is also a great website in 

which to see what books might be age 

appropriate for children and they have a great 

selection of Dyslexia Friendly book 

recommendations too! A real asset to us in the classroom but so great for you to know about at home! 

Buy Books, Change Lives | LoveReading4Kids UK  

What level of difficulty? 

As you are probably aware, in school we use a platform called ‘Accelerated 

Reader’ to assess the progress of children. If you are unsure of the level of 

difficulty that your child is able to read, then your child’s class teacher can give 

you the accelerated reader book level that they are on in school. These levels range 

from zero up to 6+.  You can check the book level of book by searching for AR 

bookfind or by using this link: 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/UserType.aspx?RedirectURL=%2fdefault.aspx 

When your child has finished reading their book, they can ‘quiz’ on their 

book using accelerated reader too. Here is the address to use:  

https://ukhosted55.renlearn.co.uk/2234887/  
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Children enjoy seeing their word-count grow and keeping a note of how many 

quizzes they have taken. In school, we give prizes to award commitment and 

progress. Whilst at home, you could try an award system of your own. 

Karate Reading 

This is a reward-based system for reading at home, 

which results in the children moving up through coloured 

‘belts’, ‘Dans’ (wristbands) or badges, depending on how 

many times they have read throughout the week. Every day, we check to see who has read at 

home and each Friday we collect in the reading records to total up the number of reads. The 

children gain a band which corresponds to a colour which shows how many reads they have 

done so they can feel a sense of achievement - we would so value your support in making 

this a success!  

Other Ways to Access Reading 

There are many other ways to access reading without having to buy books. Here are just a few ideas 

and I expect you can think of more: 

 instructions for games      

 recipes 

 packaging  

 subtitles on the TV 

 newspapers, comics and magazines 

 music lyrics 

 our home-learning topic grids 

Reading 

VIPERS  

We teach reading through Reading VIPERS. This acronym 

stands for the main skills children need to understand 

information given to them from reading but also in any 

other format; films, texts, books, poems and music.  

We teach a VIPERS lesson 3x a week with a longer ‘Reading Focus’ lesson on a Friday which aims to 

allow the children to apply the skill they’ve learnt for that week. The approach was created by Rob 

Smith who created ‘The Literacy Shed’ and it is heralded as a great resource amongst teachers. It is the 

same website as you may recognise from ‘Spelling Shed’. We are really proud of our VIPERS approach 

as it has really helped so many of our children over the years.  

Reading with your Child 

There are so many ways of reading with your child: They read to you, you read to them or a bit of 

both. Equally, your child may prefer to read alone and that’s fine too. Here is a list of questions that 

could be useful when discussing reading with your child. 

 

 



 
 

 


